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Chain of Command-

The decision to terminate a University of Maryland intercollegiate athletic activity in the event of poor air quality will be made by University of Maryland Sports Medicine  personnel present at a practice or the University of Maryland Game Administrator present at a game in consultation with University of Maryland Intercollegiate Athletics Facilities & Operations staff, University of Maryland Sports Medicine personnel, the head coach and/or his/her designee, game official(s) / umpire(s), University of Maryland Police personnel, and/or WeatherData, Inc. personnel.

Criteria For Cancellation / Postponement of Activities Due to Poor Air Quality-

The policy of the University of Maryland Department of Intercollegiate Athletics will be as follows:

a) University of Maryland Sports Medicine personnel will inform the visiting team’s athletic trainer and/or coach and game official(s) / umpire(s) of the University of Maryland’s policy with regards to poor air quality during pre-game warm-ups.

b) University of Maryland Sports Medicine personnel and/or University of Maryland Operations and Facilities personnel will monitor one or more of the following for up to date Air Quality Index (AQI) readings and statistics.

· www.air-watch.net 

· National Weather Service and/or National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) local weather radar (www.noaa.gov  or  www.weather.com);  and/or

· The University of Maryland WeatherData( Select Warning System;

c) The University of Maryland Department of Intercollegiate Athletics will utilize the following table with regards to the Air Quality Index and recommendations for activity restrictions.

	Air Quality

Index (AQI)
	Color
	Description
	Practice Restriction

Recommendations

	0 - 50
	Green
	Good
	Air quality is satisfactory and air pollution poses little or no risk.



	51 - 100
	Yellow
	Moderate
	Air quality is acceptable,  however student-athletes with respiratory illnesses should be closely monitored.  

 

	101 – 150


	Orange
	Unhealthy for sensitive groups
	Those student-athletes with respiratory illnesses should be removed from outside activity.



	150 – 200


	Red
	Unhealthy
	Those student-athletes with respiratory illnesses should be removed from outside activity.  All other student-athletes should be closely monitored.



	201 – 300


	Purple
	Very Unhealthy
	ALL student-athletes should be removed from outside activity.



	> 300


	Maroon
	Hazardous
	ALL student-athletes should be removed from outside activity.




d) University of Maryland Sports Medicine personnel and/or University of Maryland Operations and Facilities personnel will continually update the following people with regards to the air quality and recommendations for outside activity.

· University of Maryland Department of Intercollegiate Athletics administration;

· University of Maryland head coaches and/or their designee(s);

· University of Maryland Strength and conditioning personnel;

· University of Maryland Operations and Facilities personnel;

· Game officials / umpires (if applicable);  and

· Visiting Team Head Coach and Athletic Trainer (if applicable)

e) If the University of Maryland administration has cancelled classes at the university due to poor air quality, the University of Maryland Department of Intercollegiate Athletics strongly recommends the cancellation of all games, practices, and other activities.

f) All individuals should have the right to leave a site or activity, without fear of repercussion or penalty, in order to seek a safe structure or location if they feel that they are in danger from a poor air quality and/or severe weather.  

If a coach and/or  game official(s) / umpire(s) make the decision to continue to practice and/or continue with a game or other activity despite a National Weather Service Poor Air Quality Warning, the cancellation of classes, and/or the verbal instruction by a University of Maryland Game Administrator, University of Maryland Sports Medicine personnel, and/or University of Maryland Operations and Facilities personnel, they will be doing so against the recommendations of the University of Maryland Department of Intercollegiate Athletics, and may be personally liable for any and all injuries.  
The Air Quality Index (AQI)-

The Air Quality Index (AQI) is an index for reporting daily air quality. It tells you how clean or polluted your outdoor air is, and what associated health effects might be a concern for you. The AQI focuses on health effects you may experience within a few hours or days after breathing polluted air. The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) calculates the AQI for five major air pollutants regulated by the Clean Air Act: ground-level ozone, particle pollution (also known as particulate matter), carbon monoxide, sulfur dioxide, and nitrogen dioxide. For each of these pollutants, EPA has established national air quality standards to protect public health. For Information regarding indoor air quality please visit EPA's Indoor Air Quality Web site (http://www.epa.gov/iaq/). 

How the Air Quality Index (AQI) Works-

Think of the AQI as a yardstick that runs from 0 to 500. The higher the AQI value, the greater the level of air pollution and the greater the health concern.  For example, an AQI value of 50 represents good air quality with little potential to affect public health, while an AQI value over 200 represents very unhealthy air quality.  An AQI value of 100 generally corresponds to the national air quality standard for the pollutant, which is the level EPA has set to protect public health. AQI values below 100 are generally thought of as satisfactory. When AQI values are above 100, air quality is considered to be unhealthy, at first for certain sensitive groups of people, then for everyone as AQI values get higher. 
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